
PREFACE TO VOL. XXXIV

Following is a synopsis of the documents contained
in the present volume:

LXVIII. This is a letter by Buteux to the father
general, dated at Three Rivers, September 21, 1649.
In reply to a note from the latter, the missionary
returns thanks for promised aid, which is especially
needed at this time, when the French are continually
harassed by Iroquois raids. The little settlement of
Three Rivers is so slightly defended that the French
are in daily peril of their lives; but all connected
with the mission—not only the priests, but their
servants — are ready to lay down their lives, if need
be, for the sake of the little Indian church which
they have there founded.

LXIX. This is a vivid and sympathetic account
of the martyrdom of Brebeuf and Gabriel Lalernant,
written by Christophe Regnaut, one of the donnes
in the Huron mission. Although he did not witness
this tragedy, he obtained full particulars of it from
the Christian Hurons taken captive by the Iroquois,
who were present throughout the horrible torments
inflicted upon the unfortunate Jesuits. He relates
these in detail, and then describes the condition of
the martyrs' remains, which he has helped to bring
from St. Ignace to Ste. Marie, and afterward carefully
examines, finding that the appearance of the bodies


